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My coauthors and I appreciated comments submitted by Drs
Simoni and Ermirio. Our results appear to be comparable, and our
approach appears to be similar in the use of carotid artery stenting
for postendarterectomy restenosis. Our goal in this publication was
to inform the Journal’s readers that carotid endarterectomy with
patch angioplasty did not adversely affect the performance of
carotid artery stenting. Two thirds of our cases were referred from
surgeons outside our practice, and therefore, no meaningful data
could be presented with regard to restenosis rates after various
methods of closure.
In previous reports,1,2 we have described our routine for
follow-up after carotid stenting and endarterectomy. Duplex ultra-
sonography was performed to confirm symptomatic restenoses or
to identify asymptomatic restenoses equal to or greater than 80%.
Postprocedural scans were performed at 3-month to 6-month
intervals. Although 35% of our cases of carotid stenting were
performed for symptomatic restenoses, the total number of endar-
terectomies as well as immediate postendarterectomy ultrasound
scan results were not available in this referral practice. However, we
agree with the authors’ observations concerning the significance of
echogenic characteristics of carotid plaques and their relationship
to symptomatic status. Characterizing the higher risk plaque by
ultrasound has also been a clinical research interest of our group,3
and results should have increasing value in the management of
patients with extracranial carotid disease.
We thank the authors for their interest in our work.
Robert W. Hobson II, MD
Division of Vascular Surgery
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